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women—they seem to pass straight from childhood to middle-
age—idled and fanned themselves.   The rain ceased, leaving the
roads muddy and wet.    A few Japanese children, dressed in
bright kimonos, venturing forth gave a touch of brightness to
an otherwise colourless scene.   The island men, in trousers and
shirts, loitered in the street, untidy and dishevelled.   A few dark
youths, educated by the efficient Japanese, alone showed any
signs of alertness or self-respect.    The dusky children seem
most of them to be marked by patches of unbecoming but more or
less innocuous skin disease, due to the slovenly uncleanliness of
the native houses.   There is no romance about Saipan.   It is a
tolerably flourishing island that owes its measure of prosperity
to Japanese industry and efficiency and to the introduction of the
sugar cane.    In the cultivation and the refining of sugar 4,000
people are employed.   They are not natives but Japanese subjects
from the Luchu islands, lying between  Southern Japan and
Formosa.    All attempts to employ local labour in the sugar
industry failed, owing to the natives' laziness and inefficiency.
They live without effort on the wild fruits of the forest, and
though they will work as labourers at the port they seldom
engage themselves over any protracted period of time.   And yet
the people of Saipan have the reputation of being the most
serious and advanced of the inhabitants of all  these island
groups !
There is in every branch of the island's activities evidence of
the perseverance and capability of the Japanese. I visited the
public institutions ; the prison, the Post Office, the Courts of
Justice, the hospitals and dispensaries and schools and the
industrial and the agricultural undertakings and everywhere is
visible the painstaking and successful administration of the
local Japanese authorities. There is not a detail that escapes
their notice and their work is generous and humane. Their
individuality is sacrificed to their successful intention to become
part—even the smallest part—of the national machine.
A foreigner is rarely seen in the islands and I was received
everywhere with kindness and hospitality. There was a certain
tactfiil but undisguised inquisitiveness as to the objects of my
journey, but this curiosity once satisfied the officials were pleased
to exhibit all that they have accomplished in the fulfilment of
the mandate with which they have been entrusted by the
League of Nations. They have much to show and much to be
proud of. ;

